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VICTOR URQUHART AND ROBBIE WHEELER - PLACEMENT AT HAKEA PRISON 
Statement by Minister for Corrective Services 

MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen - Minister for Corrective Services) [2.02 pm]:  In recent days, some concern 
has been expressed about the placement of high-profile co-offenders Victor Urquhart and Robbie Wheeler at 
Hakea Prison.  Urquhart and Wheeler are presently being held on remand awaiting sentencing, which will take 
place on 24 May in the Supreme Court.  They are currently detained in a unit staffed by prison officers on a 
24-hour, seven-day-a-week basis, with comprehensive closed-circuit television surveillance.  They are required 
to comply with the standard day for remand prisoners of meals, hygiene, mandatory programs and exercise.  This 
is the standard operating procedure for the prison. 
Urquhart and Wheeler have been in prison for a total of 85 weeks and five days.  Of that period, they have been 
in the same prison for 14 weeks and five days, of which they have spent four weeks and six days in the same 
unit.  The two offenders certainly do not spend 10 hours a day comforting each other or continuing any sort of 
sexual relationship, and are certainly not receiving any special treatment from my department.  As for the type of 
prison accommodation that Urquhart and Wheeler are placed in, both are on suicide watch and have been 
confined to a closed unit to ensure that they face court and serve out their punishment. 
I have directed the department to fast-track the development of their individual management plans relating to 
their placement and security rating so that they are ready on the day that they are sentenced.  I have instructed 
the Department of Corrective Services to ensure that they are placed in separate facilities from the day of 
sentence. 
Yesterday, I met with the family of the victim of the crime to hear their concerns, to ensure that the Department 
of Corrective Services is offering its full range of victim services and to explain procedures that take place 
around the sentencing of criminals and their placement.  In my experience, the final sentencing of an offender 
permits the victim a small sense of closure and allows him or her to move on with the healing process.  I ask 
members to be mindful of this and allow the family time to heal.  I offer my and the department’s fullest support 
to the family.   
 


